
Christopher J. McDonough 
 

• A nationally recognized law enforcement expert in investigation, criminal 
behavior analysis, family & child safety with over 25 years of Law Enforcement 
experience.  

• Retired Homicide Detective, Oceanside, (CA) Police Department.  
• Currently, a Law Enforcement Instructor and Consultant for the Institute of 

Investigative Science (www.iois.net) 
 
Experience 
 

• Lead investigator and consultant in hundreds of death and homicide 
investigations. 

• University Lecturer and law enforcement trainer on criminal behavior analysis, 
geographical profiling, homicide investigation, criminal profiling, child 
abduction and the criminal mind. 

• Law Enforcement trainer in terrorism in the 21st century & link analysis 
• Published author and contributing author in numerous law enforcement training 

manuals and books.  
• Consultant and trainer of law enforcement personal for the Institute of 

Investigative Science teaching Criminal Investigative Analysis & the Ten Filters 
of Profiling. 

• The “White Collar Predator” a new criminal mindset 
• Appeared as a law enforcement expert on The Oprah Winfrey Show, Dateline 

NBC, The Leeza Show, the BBC and other TV and radio programs.  
 
Police Assignments 
Law Enforcement Instructor & Consultant 2003 - Current 
D.A.R.E. 2002 - 2003 
Detective, Family Protection Unit; Elder Abuse & Fraud Investigation, 2001-2002  
Detective, Crimes of Violence Unit, Homicide,1989 – 2001 
SWAT Team Hostage Negotiator/Intelligence, 1993 - 2003 
Certified Examiner, Computer Voice Stress Analyzer, 1996 - 2003 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Instructor, 1990 – 2003 
Canine Handler, 1987 - 1989 
Special Enforcement Detective, Intelligence, Vice and Narcotics, 1985 - 1986 
Patrol Officer, 1982 – 1985, 1986 – 1987 
 
Certificates and Training 
Homicide Investigation, Peace Officer Standards and Training specialties certificate, 
California, 1990 
Link and Analysis, California DOJ Training Center, 1992 
Department of Justice Robert Presley Institute of Criminal Investigations, 1996 
Computer Voice Stress Analyzer examiner’s course, National Institute of Truth 
Verification, 1996 
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Officer-Involved Shootings, DOJ Robert Presley Institute of Criminal Investigations, 
1996 
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective People” Training, Steven Covey Leadership, 1996 
Homicide and Death Investigations, DOJ Training Center, 1995 
The Reid Interviewing and Interrogation Technique, John E. Reid and Associates, 1995 
Advanced Certificate, California DOJ Commission on Peace Officer Standards and 
Training, 1995 
Criminal Investigations, Peace Officer Standards and Training, 1994 
Hostage Negotiations, San Jose State University Administration of Justice, 1993 
Gangs & Terrorism Awareness certificate, Oceanside Police Department, 1993 
Driver Awareness Instructor training, State of California, 1993 
Robbery Investigations, San Jose State University Administration of Justice, 1992 
Sexual Assault Investigation, San Jose State University Administration of Justice, 1991 
Homicide Investigations, San Jose State University Administration of Justice, 1991 
Assessing Child Abduction Certificate, California Peace Officers Association, 1991 
Hazardous Materials, California Specialized Training Institute, 1991 
Intermediate Certificate, California DOJ, 1990 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Investigation and Instructor, 1990 
Satanic Cults and Rituals, Chapman College, Criminal Justice Institute, 1990 
Officer Safety Terrorism and Field Tactics, California Specialized Training Institute, 
1989 
Sexual Assault Training. California DOJ, 1988 
Drug Influence and 11550 Investigation, California DOJ, 1988 
Modular Training Investigative Interviewing Techniques, California DOJ Training 
Center, 1988 
Modular Training Sexual Assault Investigation, California DOJ Training Center, 1988 
Domestic Violence Investigation, 1987 
Adlerhorst Police Dog Handlers Agitator course, 1987 
Advanced Canine Handler School, Long Beach Police Department, 1987 
Drug Influence and 11550 Investigation, DOJ, 1986 
Narcotics Investigators and Dangerous Drugs Enforcement course, DOJ / DEA, 1985 
Drugs on Your Beat, San Diego County Narcotics Task Force, 1984 
Investigative Interviewing Techniques, California DOJ, 1984 
Officer Safety and Crime Prevention, California DOJ, 1984 
Basic Certificate, California DOJ Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training, 
1983 
Survivors of Suicide training and certificate, 1982 
 
Education 
Bachelor of Science degree, Criminal Justice Management 
MiraCosta College, Administration of Justice coursework completed 
Mira Mesa College, Administration of Justice coursework completed 
San Jose State University, Administration of Justice coursework completed 
California Department of Justice, Criminal Investigation courses 
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Awards and Honors 
Employee of the Year, City of Oceanside, 1999 
Officer of the Year, Oceanside Police Department, 1999 
Certificate of Special Recognition, U.S. Congressman Ron Packard, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Senate, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, Nominee for the “Salute to Law Enforcement,” California 
State Senator David Kelley, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Assembly member Charlene Zettel, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Assembly member James F. Battin,1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Assembly member Howard Wayne, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Assembly member Howard Kaloogian, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California Legislature Assembly, 1999 
Certificate of Recognition, California State Assembly member Steve Baldwin, 1999 
Proclamation of “Chris McDonough Day,” April 12, 1999, San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors, 1999 
Certificate of Appreciation, San Diego County 2nd District Supervisor Dianne Jacob, 
1999 
Certificate of Appreciation, San Diego County 4th District Supervisor Ron Roberts, 1999 
Detective of the Year, Oceanside Police Department, 1995 
Employee of the Month, Oceanside Police Department,1994 
National Officer of the Year Award nominee, International Association of Chiefs of 
Police and Parade Magazine,1993 
Channel 10/KGTV “Leadership Award” recipient, 1991 
Community Service Award recipient, Judy Missett TV, 1990 
Respect for Law Award recipient, Optimist Club, 1990 
Medal of Valor nominee, American Legion, 1988 
Life-Saving Award recipient, American Heart Association, 1986 
 
Law Enforcement Commendations  
Former FBI Director William Sessions; U.S. Congressman Ron Packard; former 
California Governor Pete Wilson; Los Angeles’ former Mayor Tom Bradley and former 
Police Chief Darryl Gates; San Diego County Sheriffs John Duffy, Jim Roach and 
William Kolender; San Diego County District Attorneys Edwin L. Miller and Paul 
Pfingst; San Diego County Superior Court Judges Michael Kirkman, Tim Casserly and 
Jeff Fraser and deputy District Attorneys Mark Pettine, Greg Walden, Michael Still and 
Valerie Summers; Oceanside Police Chiefs Michael S. Poehlman, Bruce Dunne, Oliver 
Drummond, Robert Smith and Laurence Marshall and Carlsbad Police Chiefs Robert 
Vales and Pert Irvine.  
 
Civilian Commendations 
Major League Baseball, San Diego County Trauma Intervention Program (TIP), 
Women’s Resource Center, El Torito Restaurants, Special Olympics, Angel Award for 
child safety and others. 
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Media Appearances 
The Oprah Winfrey Show 
Dateline NBC 
BBC’s Tomorrow’s World 
Court TV 
The Leeza Show 
Discovery Channel 
CBS 48 hours 
Numerous radio guest appearances 
 
Membership and Affiliations 
Elder Abuse Advisory Team, San Diego County, CA 
Fiduciary Abuse Strategic Team, San Diego County, CA 
Former chairman & board member, Oceanside Police Officers’ Association 
Peace Officers Research Association of California 
California Homicide Investigators Association 
California Robbery Investigators Association 
California Hostage Negotiators Association 
California Sexual Assault Investigators Association 
Law Enforcement advisor Kindervision.org 
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